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THE COMPTROLLER QENERAL 
DECI13ION O F  T H E  U N I T E D  STATES 

W A S H I N G T O N .  0 . C .  2 0 8 4 8  

FILE: B-215541 DATE: July 2, 1984 

MATTER OF: Mann, H u n d l e y  & H e n d r i c k s  

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  b i d  r e j e c t i o n  i s  u n t i m e l y  
b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  f i l e d  w i t h  GAO m o r e  t h a n  10 
w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t  
s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  known,  

Mann, H u n d l e y  & H e n d r i c k s  (MHH) p r o t e s t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  
o f  i t s  b i d  by D o v e r  A i r  F o r c e  Base ( A i r  F o r c e ) ,  De laware ,  
u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  No. F07603-84-B-0002.  W e  d i s m i s s  
t h e  p r o t e s t  a s  u n t i m e l y .  

MHH a d v i s e s  t h a t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  Air F o r c e  
i n f o r m e d  M H H  t h a t  i t  was i n  l i n e  f o r  a w a r d .  H o w e v e r ,  by 
l e t t e r  d a t e d  A B r i l  2 5 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  a p p a r e n t l y  
r e j e c t e d  t h e  b i d  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  u n r e a s o n a b l e  as t o  p r i c e .  
MHH p r o t e s t e d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  t o  o u r  O f f ’ i c e  b y  l e t t e r  d a t e d  
J u n e  4 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  w h i c h  w e  r e c e i v e d  o n  J u n e  12.  

Our  B i d  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p r o t e s t s  b e  
f i l e d  w i t h  o u r  O f f i c e  o r  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  agency w i t h i n  10 
w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t  i s  known o r  
s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  known,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  e a r l i e r .  4 C.F.R. 
5 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( 2 )  ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  A l l o w i n g  a r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  
d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  p r o c u r i n g  a g e n c y ’ s  r e j e c t i o n  l e t t e r ,  i t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  M H H ’ s  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  f i l e d  w i t h  
o u r  O f f i c e  o n  J u n e  1 2 ,  1 9 8 4  ( m o r e  t h a n  a month a f t e r  t h e  
A i r  F o r c e  m a i l e d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  l e t t e r ) ,  is u n t i m e l y .  - S e e  
U n i t e d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  J o u r n e y m e n  a n d  A p p r e n t i c e s  o f  t h e  
P l u m b i n g  a n d  P i p e  F i t t i n g  I n d u s t r y ,  B-211916 ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  
1 9 8 3 ,  83-2  C . P . D .  1 29. 

The  p r o t e s t  i s  d i s m i s s e d .  

H a r r y  R .  Van C l e v e  
A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  
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